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Handling Multiple Oracle Homes
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This Armstrong-Smith Consulting white paper contains the following:

· Details on how to handle multiple Oracle homes when Discoverer wants to install into the default home and you already have something in that home.   As far as is known this white paper is accurate and valid as of April 20, 2004.  It primarily shows you how to do this using Discoverer 4 can easily be adjusted for other versions.

Multiple Homes

To examine your Oracle home settings, we use the Windows Registry editor.

Use this workflow to open the Windows Registry editor and examine your Oracle homes:

1. From the Windows Start button, select Start | Run.  This opens the following Run dialog box
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2. In the Run dialog box, type regedit, and click OK.  This opens the main screen of the Windows Registry Editor
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3. From the main screen of the Windows Registry Editor, press the plus key alongside the folder called HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE.  This opens a series of sub-folders, among which you will see one called Software

4. Navigate to the sub-folder called SOFTWARE, and press the plus key.  This causes Windows to display a list of all the vendors from whom you have installed software.  Among the list of vendors you should see one called Oracle

5. Navigate to the sub-folder called ORACLE, and press the plus key.  This causes Windows to display a set of sub-folders, among which are the folders for your Oracle homes

6. Locate the folder called ALL_HOMES and press the plus key.  This causes Windows to display details about all of the Oracle homes that you have on your system
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Shown above is an example ORACLE folder from one of my systems.  As you can see, my system contains four Oracle homes.  Windows has given each home a unique registry ID, and has also created a separate registry folder for each one.  Notice how the homes have been given unique, sequential ID numbers ID0 to ID3, with the corresponding registry folders being called HOME0 to HOME3
7. Single click the folder called ALL_HOMES.  This causes Windows to display the following information:

[image: image5.png]aBf(Default) REG_SZ (value not set)
(SBIDEFALLT. HoME REG 52 DEFALLT_HOME
4

[SB]LAST_HOME. REG.5Z 3




The information being displayed is easy to understand.  You will see the name of the default home, a count of the number of homes on the system and the ID of the last home used

8. Single click the folder called HOME0.  This causes Windows to display the following information:
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You will see the name of the home; in this case it is the default home, the default language being used, and the location on the disk into where all of the Oracle software has been installed

9. Close the Windows Registry editor

Locating the Discoverer home

In the previous section I showed you how to examine your Windows registry to locate the information being held about your Oracle homes.  But which one of these homes contains Discoverer?  Good question – I will show you.

On a system containing multiple Oracle homes, follow this workflow to determine which one contains Discoverer 4

10. From the Windows Start button, select Start | Search | For Files or Folders.  This opens the Windows Search Results dialog box

11. In the search box type DIS4ADM.EXE and click Search Now
Note: In Discoverer 3 this file is named DIS31ADM.EXE, in Discoverer 4 it is named DIS4ADM.EXE, while in both 9iDS and 10g it is called DIS51ADM.EXE

12. Windows will search for the file and, in the Search Results window, display the name of the folder containing the file.  As you can see below, on my system the file is located in c:\orant\discvr4
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13. Therefore, the folder called c:\orant is my Oracle home.  Now all I have to do is use the workflow in the previous section to determine what name I gave to that Oracle home.  If you refer back to workflow step 8 in section 1 you will see that the Oracle home associated with the folder called c:\orant is in fact my DEFAULT_HOME
Note: As explained previously, Discoverer 3 and Discoverer 4 want to go into the default Oracle home.  The only exception to this is when you have already installed 9ias iSuites release 1, in which case Discoverer 4 will have been installed into the 806 home

Changing the Default Home

As explained elsewhere, Discoverer 3 and Discoverer 4 needs to be installed into the Default Oracle Home.  However, as some of you may have already discovered, if you already have an Oracle product installed into the Default Home the Discoverer installation will fail.  However, do not worry because there is a workaround.

To install Discoverer 3 or 4 onto a machine that already has something installed in the Default Home, follow this workflow:

14. Start the Discoverer installation.  When you get to the step where you are required to enter a home name and folder location, enter some values that do not yet exist.  The installer will create the home but the Discoverer install will fail because it says it is not the default home.  Make a note of the home name because you will need it in step 5

15. Stop the install and exit the installer

16. Next you need to follow steps 1 to 7 of the workflow in section 1 to look into your registry and locate the registry setting called HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\ORACLE\ALL_HOMES\DEFAULT_HOME 

17. Right click on the entry called DEFAULT_HOME, and from the pop up menu select Modify.  This opens the following dialog box:
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18. In Value Data, change the entry to be the name of the new home that you created in step 1

Note: If you are not sure what the name of the new home is, when you are inside the registry look for the setting called LAST_HOME in the ALL_HOMES folder. This is a number. Take this number and look for the folder called HOMEx, where x is the number you just obtained. In here you will see an entry called ORACLE_HOME_NAME. Copy what you find in there and insert that into Value Data

19. Having correctly typed in the name of the home, click OK
20. Exit the registry and restart the installer

21. When prompted for the name of the home, from the list of existing Oracle homes, select the home you created in step 1.  The installer will now continue as normal and Discoverer 3 or 4 will install

Note: By the way, none of the above will have any impact on any of your existing Oracle installations.  They will continue working as normal
As far as is known this white paper is accurate and valid as of April 20, 2005. 

If you spot any errors or omissions please contact us at:

info@learndiscoverer.com
and we will be delighted to make that correction or improvement

Best wishes in advance

Michael Armstrong-Smith

April 2005
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